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to:
        Residents of Cobblestone Subdivision                       

from:
Deputy Mike Garrison
subject:
Neighborhood Watch Program
date:
6/21/2006
Let me first introduce myself, I am one of three Community Relations Officer’s that are currently assigned to the Crime Prevention Unit, of the Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office.  My primary duty is to help reduce the chances of Forsyth County residents from becoming victims of crime.  The Sheriff’s Office most effective tool to accomplish this goal is our Neighborhood Watch Program.  I am sure that you have seen other subdivisions display the Neighborhood Watch signs, and those signs certainly do act as a deterrent to criminal activity.  However the Neighborhood Watch is not just about the signs, but the education process behind the program.  Let me please explain, there are three things that must be present for a criminal to act, they are:

-      Their DESIRE to commit a crime.

-      Their ABILITY to commit a crime.

-       Having an OPPORTUNITY presented so that to execute the crime.

There is little we can do as citizens to proactively address a criminals Desire and or Ability to commit a crime. However there are easy steps we can take as individuals and neighbors to reduce a criminals Opportunity to act.  Through the Neighborhood Watch Program residents of Cobblestone Subdivision will have the opportunity to learn how not to become victims of crime.  Cobblestone and its surrounding area have had several reported crimes within the past 12 months as you will see below.  There are those who might feel that they do not need to be involved in an active Neighborhood Watch Program.  The harsh reality is that as the county continues to grow at record numbers, it is a strong likelihood that Cobblestone will experience (as many of our other excellent subdivisions within Forsyth County) an increased frequency in criminal activity.  For your review I have provided a 12-month history of reports made by the Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office of both criminal and suspicious activity for Cobblestone and a 1-mile radius around the subdivision.
DOCUMENTED CRIMINAL ACTS WITHIN COBBLESTONE: Simple Battery (2), Verbal Dispute (2).
DOCUMENTED CRIMINAL ACTS WITHIN A ONE MILE RADIUS OF COBBLESTONE:  Simple Battery (12), Burglary Non Forced (10), Theft by Taking (9), Wanted Person Located (8), Burglary Forced Entry (5), Theft from Boat (5), Criminal Damage (7), Criminal Trespass (4), Entering Auto (6), Identity Theft, Animal Attack (3), Battery (3), Forgery (2), Possession w/intent to Distribute (2), Stalking (1), Theft of Mail (1), Aggravated Assault (3), Sexual Battery (1), Theft of Boat (1).
It is important to point out that a Neighborhood Watch Program is by no means a guarantee that crime will cease within Cobblestone.  It does however inform residents on how to deter from becoming victims of crime.  It also acts as a strong deterrent to criminals that might want to choose Cobblestone Subdivision to commit their crimes.

We utilize a series of effective crime prevention presentations that teach easily applied steps on how you can protect you, your family, and your neighborhood from becoming victims of crime.  Samples of some of the various crime prevention topics provided in our Neighborhood Watch Program are: Home & Personal Crime prevention, Child Abduction Prevention, Rape Prevention, Identity Theft, Child Identification/Fingerprinting, Child Stranger/Danger, Ladies Self Defense (this is a self defense class) Internet Safety for children etc.

It has been brought to my attention that many of the residents from Cobblestone want to establish the Neighborhood Watch Program for their community.  To establish a Neighborhood Watch Program, what I will need is one Liaison for Cobblestone.  What else is necessary are establishing Block Captains, 1 for every 10 homes.  The Liaison’s job is to be my direct contact for the Neighborhood Watch Program. The job of a Block Captain is simple; they communicate criminal activity (via email or phone) to their assigned 10 homes if and when it occurs.  This process will allow everyone within Cobblestone to be informed whenever any criminal or suspicious activity occurs within or around the subdivision.  This will allow all Residents who participate in the Neighborhood Watch Program to:

· Be informed, and know the facts, thus reducing rumors from spreading.

· Take precautions so that they will not fall victim to the same crime.

· Be on the “lookout”, and notify the Sheriffs Office (911) if you see suspicious activity. 

 This process has work very successfully in even our largest Neighborhood Watch Subdivision, Windermere with over 1200 homes.

If you have any questions regarding the Neighborhood Watch Program I can be reached at 678-513-5880.  My email address is mtgarrison@forsythco.com.  I am looking forward to serving the residents of Cobblestone as your Crime Prevention Officer.

                                                                                                     Thank You
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